STATE OF DELAWARE

STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
MARGARET M. O’NEILL BUILDING

410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1 VOICE: (302) 739-3620
DOVER, DE 19901 TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699
MEMORANDUM Fax: (302) 739-6704
DATE: June 8, 2016
TO: All Members of the Delaware State Senate
and House of Representatives
. (L NP o™

FROM: Ms. Daniese McMullin-Powell; Cﬁﬁwperson

State Council for Persons with Disabilities
RE: H.B. 400 (Medical Marijuana)

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 400 relating to
medical marijuana. SCPD endorses the proposed legislation since it provides a treatment option
for individuals with terminal conditions. Council also has the following observations.

Since enactment of Delaware’s original Medical Marijuana Act in 2011 (S.B. No. 17), the scope
of eligibility for access to medical marijuana has been incrementally expanding. Most recently,
intractable epilepsy and dystonia were added as qualifying conditions. See S.B. 90, enacted in
2015.

H.B. No. 400 would expand eligibility to the following: 1) adults with a terminal illness (line

14); and 2) minors with a terminal illness accompanied by pain, anxiety, or depression (lines 26~
31). Access by minors would be limited to oil-based products. Further background on the
legislation is provided in the attached May 21, 2016 News Journal article. The article notes that
possession of marijuana was decriminalized in 2015, downgrading possession of an ounce from a
criminal offense to a civil violation, akin to a traffic ticket.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding our
position or observations on the proposed legislation.

cc: Mr. Brian Hartman, Esq.
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
HB 400 medical marijuana 6-7-16
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