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The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed the Department of Health
and Social Services/Division of Medicaid and Medical Assistance’s (DMMAs) proposal to
amend its standards for reimbursing providers for home health services. Home health services
include skilled nursing services; home health aide services; therapies (OT, PT, ST); durable
medical equipment; and medical supplies. The proposed regulation was published as 19 DE
Reg. 253 in the October 1, 2015 issue of the Register of Regulations. CMS is prompting the
initiative:

“During review and subsequent approval on December 31, 2014 of Delaware’s 1915(1)
Home and Community State Plan Option Amendment (Pathways to Employment), the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) performed a program analysis of
corresponding coverage sections not originally submitted with this SPA. This analysis
revealed that the reimbursement language for home health services fails to comply with
42 CFR 430.10 and 42 CFR 447.252 which implement in part Section 1902(a)(30)(A) of
the Social Security Act, to require collectively that States comprehensively describe the
methodologies that they use to reimburse service providers. The methodologies must be
understandable, clear, unambiguous and auditable. This amendment proposes to revise
the payment methodology language for home health services.”

In general, the new methodology is a universal rate for each home health service type. All
providers would receive the same rate for each procedure code and rates would be increased
annually based on an inflation factor derived from a CMS source. Id. Reimbursement
standards for durable medical equipment (DME) are being revised to reflect the discontinuation
of the EPIC Plus pricing software.



SCPD only has the following technical observation: In the section on AAC systems, first
paragraph, the word “devise” should be “device”.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions or comments
regarding our observations on the proposed regulation.
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